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to have a priest to say mass in the church, or who
will there be to respond except some quite newly
baptised person ? For does not St. John say. If
we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. Again, we find that in
the venerable bishop's letter the accused man is
called a devil, not a man. Think what the Apostle
says, Judge not before the time/'*

Alcuin then proceeds to quote the canons on
fugitives, and to describe the arrangements made
in all parts for men to take sanctuary. He ends
with a powerful appeal to the Emperor to bear in
mind the danger of allowing any supreme dignity
to be made light of.

Ep. 181 In another letter, written at the same time, and
A frag- in great part in the same words, to a bishop not
ment. named, Alcuin adds something to what he has
said in the letter to his pupils. The man, he says,
had certainly committed many sins and done very
impious wickedness. But he had the evidence of
two priests, Christian of St. Benedict of Tours
and Adalbert of St. Martin, that he had made
confession to them before he was seized and bound
and tortured. Probably Alcuin thought that would
not appeal very forcibly to the mind of the
Emperor, and that the impiousness of the man
would do more harm to his cause than the fact
of confession would do good. The man was given
up by the brethren of St. Martin not that he
might be taken off to Orleans, but that he might
be taken before the Archbishop of Tours by the
messengers of the Bishop of Orleans, a matter
very different from what it appeared to be in
Alcuin's letter to his representatives at Court.